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-109. t. 2G. f. 3, 4, 5), but there are no maxillary bones, and the

nasal and frontals are more developed.

The exterior nostrils are on the upper surface of the margin of

the nose, above the first third of the upper lip ; and the inner nostrils

are large, and, as in the other Meantia, not on the palate, but on the

side of the mouth between the lips and the outer edge, near the

hinder part of the series of vomerine teeth, nearly as they are in the

genus Axolotl, well figured by M. Bibron (Herpet. t. 95. f. 2 a).

4. I may observe, that we have specimens both of Necturus macu-
latus and N. lateralis in the British Museum, the latter from the

Ohio ; and I cannot discover any difference between them, except

that the one named N. lateralis has two broad, pale, dorsal streaks,

and is about half the size of the other specimens ; and I doubt if

these dorsal streaks are not the result of youth, and vanish as the

animal increases in size, as is the case with the Siren.

5. While on these animals, I may observe, that Dr. Garden's

specimen of Siren that was originally described by Ellis, which is

now in the British Museum, shows a number of lines of mucous
pores on the chin and on the head, the latter not being so distinct

as the former, and a very distinct series of oblong white spots,

forming an interrupted line along the upper part of the sides of

the body, and continued to the middle of the sides of the tail

;

the spots on the hinder part of the body and tail being larger, more
distinct, and closer. These spots evidently represent the lateral

lines in Tritons and fish, and I have seen them mentioned in the

modern descriptions of the animal.

3. Descriptions of three new and very beautiful species
of Birds, from Guatemala and from the Island of
Lombock. By John Gould, Esq., F.R.S., V.P.Z.S. etc.

(Aves, PI. CXXIII.)

COTINGAAMABILIS. (PI. CXXIII.)

Male. Head, lores, line beneath the eye, all the upper surface,

lesser wing-coverts, upper tail- coverts, sides of the chest, band across

the breast, flanks, vent and under tail-coverts fine verditer blue

;

wings dull black, the greater coverts, spurious wing and the seconda-

ries margined with verditer blue ; tail dull black, margined exter-

nally with dull verditer blue ; chin, throat and centre of the abdo-

men very rich purple.

Female. Upper surface greenish-brown, each feather tipped with

greyish-white ; under surface greyish-white, with dark brown centres

to the feathers of the breast, upper part of the abdomen, and flanks ;

vent and under tail-coverts dull white.

Total length, 8 inches ; bill, f ; wing, 4\ ; tail, 2f ; tarsus, |-.

Hab. Guatemala.

Remark. —The Cotinga amabilis forms one of the most beautiful



65

members of this lovely genus of birds, and affords the first instance

of a species being discovered to the northward of the Isthmus of

Panama. It is allied to Cotinga cincta and C. Maynana ; the chest

being crossed by a band as in the former, which it also resembles in

the black colouring of the under surface of the wing, while it assimi-

lates to the latter in the peculiar tint of the verditer blue of the

upper surface and flanks.

For a knowledge of this lovely species we are indebted to the re-

searches of George Ure Skinner, Esq., than whom no one has done

more towards making us acquainted with the rich ornithological and

botanical treasures of the fine country to which this bird belongs.

Halcyon fulgidtjs.

Head, cheeks, back of the neck, back, wings, flanks and under

tail-coverts deep black, washed with rich ultramarine blue on the

back of the neck, back and wings ; rump-feathers glaucous or chalky

white, with black bases, and with a narrow line of blue between the

black and the white portion, which alone is seen ; tail deep ultrama-

rine blue ; chin, breast, and abdomen white ; bill and feet coral-red.

Total length, 12^ inches ; bill, 2± ; wing, 5^ ; tail, 5 ; tarsus, f.
Hab. The Island of Lombock.
Remark. —This is an exceedingly fine species; of which I have not

been able to find a description. I am therefore induced to believe

that it is new : still it may be contained in the Leyden Collection

;

but on this point I have consulted Mr. Frank, who is well acquainted

with its rich stores, and he tells me that he has no recollection of it.

Pitta concinna.

Head, back of the neck, cheeks, chin and stripe down the centre

of the throat velvety black ; from the nostrils over each eye a

broad mark of deep buff, posterior to which is a narrower one of

pale glaucous blue ; back, tail and wings dark grass-green ; lesser

wing-coverts and a band across the rump glossy verditer blue
;

pri-

maries and secondaries black, the fourth, fifth and sixth of the

former crossed by a band of white near their base, and all the

primaries tipped on the external web with olive-grey ; upper tail-

coverts black ; under surface delicate fawn-colour, becoming much
paler where it meets the black of the cheeks and throat ; centre of

the abdomen black ; vent and under tail-coverts fine scarlet ; bill

black ; feet fleshy.

Total length, 6 inches; bilL 1 ; wing, 4 ; tail, \\; tarsus, If.

Hab. The Island of Lombock.
Remark. —This bird ranks as one of the smaller species of this

particular section of the group, it being even less than the Pitta
brachyura of authors, to which it bears a general resemblance, but

from which the black colouring of its throat will at all times distin-

guish it.

For this and the preceding species we are indebted to the researches

of A. R. Wallace, Esq.
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